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172,400 Wage Earners

On December Payrolls

A seasonal decline of 2,500 workers

in non-farm employment from Novem-
ber to December was recorded as the

first real winter weather began. This

left 172,400 workers on industrial and

commercial payrolls at mid-December;

the second highest employment of rec-

ord for that month. Employment de-
clines, tied chiefly to those industries
easily affected by weather conditions,
were most noticeable in the construc-
tion work force. Employment also

dropped seasonally in logging, lumber-
ing, oil field activities, and other out-
door endeavors.

Normal Winter Trends Prevail

Mid-winter labor market patterns in

Montana showed much the same trends
as in past years. The sharpest over the
month employment cut was in construc-
tion where payrolls dropped by 2,700

' workers. Building construction, dam,
and highway projects nearly equally
shared this deficit. Most highway pro-
jects were either suspended until spring
or worked only skelton crews. The con-
struction labor force at Yellowtail Dam
near Hardin dropped from 1,000 to 300.

Declines were also evident at the Clark-
Canyon Dam project near Dillon. In-
terior and finish work on some enclosed
structures continued without interrup-
tion.

Monthly seasonal declines in other
major industry groups were less pro-
nounced. Manufacturing industries used
400 fewer workers during December
with a drop of 300 in the durable goods
segment and 100 in the non-durable
goods group. Mining, finance, insur-

ance, and real estate, and government
employment showed declines of 100

each. Employment in the service in-

dustries, at 23,600, showed no change
from the previous month.

Hiring in trade industries was fairly

active during the holiday buying sea-

son, but fell slightly short of activity

last year. About 900 extra workers were
hired by main street merchants during

December.

Yearly Decline of 1,100

Employment in December 1962, at

173,500, was the highest of record for

that month. The 1,100 employment de-
cline from that time to December 1963
was chiefly the result of completed
Minuteman missile activity. It shows
in a drop of 1,200 in manufacturing em-
ployment and a 600 deficit in construc-
tion payrolls this December from a
year ago. Employment was also down
in three other industries from Decem-
ber 1962. Employment in trade indus-
tries was 600 short while payrolls in
mining and finance, insurance, and real
estate units were down 100 each. Three
industry groups posted gains over the
year. Government employment was up
1,100. The service industries, and trans-
portation, utilities, and communications
were up 200 each.

Anaconda Ponders Its Future
Government and private economic

study groups are active in the Ana-
conda area. Their concern is for the
displacement of workers there when
copper concentrating operations shift

to an automated plant at Butte in the
near future. The problem is serious and
of real concern to the whole commun-
ity. Government funds of $675,000 have

been allotted for the training of work-
ers for other occupations.

1963 UCC Benefit Total: $6,998,820

Unemployed workers received $6,-

998,820 in state UCC benefit payments
during 1963. Of this amount $6,331,675

was paid to workers in Montana while

$667,145 went to workers whose wage
credits were earned in Montana but

who had moved to other states in search

of employment. In Montana unemploy-
ed workers in Cascade County received

the most with $1,047,965 in UCC bene-

fit checks. The next three highest coun-

ties in order were: Yellowstone, $772,-

534; Flathead, $509,585; and Silver Bow,
$486,987.

Federal payments to unemployed fed-
eral civilian workers and ex-service-
men came to $683,200 in 1963. These
payments were made entirely from fed-
eral funds and not from the Montana
Unemployment Compensation Trust
Fund.

Farm Labor Demand Quiet

Farm labor demand was not too ac-

tive during December and January.
With few exceptions, range land was
open in many statewide areas eliminat-
ing any great need for livestock feed-
ers and other winter farm and ranch
hands. December job placements in ag-
riculture totaled 325 workers.

Sugar beet refining operations ended
at Missoula during late January. Over
1,000 workers are still employed at

plants in Billings, Hardin and Sidney.
The Billings and Hardin operations will
finish the season's work about Febru-
ary 15th. Activity at the Sidney re-

finery will continue until March 12th.

LABOR TURNOVER RATES IN MANUFACTURING AND MINING INDUSTRIES

(per 100 employees)

(Compiled in cooperation with U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics)
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Along the Hiring Line-

Field Summary December 1

ANACONDA, Deer Lodge. Phllips-

burgr—(458 jobseekers, 147 new, 364
men, 94 women). Mid-winter labor
market activity at low ebb with season-
al declines in most industries and con-
tinuing layoffs at smelter operations.
Smelter employment shows big drop
from year ago. Government and pri-

vate groups studying solutions for com-
munity's economic ills. Some business
closures already noted.

BILLINGS, Columbus, Hardin, Lau-
rel, Red Lodge, Roundup— (2,814 job-
seekers, 780 new, 2.073 men, 741 wo-
men). Building and heavy construction
suffered employment declines as cold
weather and snow closed down many
projects during December and Janu-
ary. No improvement seen until weath-
er moderates. Post holiday layoffs of
extra workers in trade and service in-

dustries continue. Some employment
decline noted in transportation, chiefly
in trucking operations. Farm labor de-
mand mainly for livestock feeders, but
not too active.

BOZEMAN, Ennis, Three Forks, Tri-
dent—(446 jobseekers, 173 new, 326
men, 120 women). Normal seasonal de-
clines evident in mid-winter labor mar-
ket. Labor demand mostly for unskilled
and service workers. Construction work
continues on limited basis on several
major building projects. Seasonal clo-

sure of West Yellowstone lumber mill
idled 40, but about 200 others employed
in area logging and sawmill work. Main
street hiring slacked off after holiday
season.

BUTTE, Virginia City, Whitehall—
(1,229 jobseekers, 380 new, 839 men,
390 women). Construction, smelter, and
post holiday trade industry layoffs ac-
counted for most new unemployment.
Mining continues to be the bright spot
as hirmg increases. Government spon-
sored training classes for miners at-
tracts new applicants. Highway con-
struction shut down for winter.

CUT BANK— (381 jobseekers, 77
new, 288 men, 93 women). New work
applications increased as Babb and
Browning public work project workers
were idled. Labor demand not too brisk
but some hiring noted in lumbering,
trade, oil fields, and trucking. Only
limited farm labor demand.
DILLON—(270 jobseekers, 100 new,

232 men, 38 women). Labor demand
cut sharply by snow and cold weather.
Most major construction projects idle.

Main street activity reduced apprecia-
bly after holiday season. Some farm la-

bor demand with more seen next 30
days.
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LABOR MARKET INDICATORS

Employment
Industrial Employment
New Job Applicants
Job Applicants, End of Month..

Insured Unemployment Week of

New and Renewal Claims
Unemployed Weeks Filed
Total Unemployed Claims

Dec.
IS63
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in 1962. Activity in service industry

drags. Hiring by railroads and utility

firms matched 1962. Economic climate

for 1964 appears good at this time.

Poison—(348 jobseekers, 62 new, 264

men, 84 women). Cold weather and
snow clamped down on all outdoor

work during December and January.

Idled workers exceed totals of last

year by good margin. No upturn in

labor demand seen until weather im-

proves.

SHELBY—(222 jobseekers, 159 new,

178 men, 44 women). Labor demand
down 40% from last year. Cold weather

shutdown construction projects. Oil

field work has been on the slow side

the past several months. Holiday hiring

on main street fell below expectations.

SIDNEY—(162 jobseekers, 70 new,

139 men, 23 women). Job openings

slacking off as economy adjusts to win-

ter levels. Work continues on some en-

closed buildings, but few employed.

Several new projects totaling $% mil-

lion expected to start during March.

Not much demand for farm help.

THOMPSON FALLS, Hot Springs—
(147 jobseekers, 45 new, 120 men, 27

women). Jobseeker files increased by
63% during December as seasonal em-
ployment declines occured in most in-

dustries. December job placements were
mostly at public work projects. About
80 employed on this government work
at present. No demand for farm help.

WOLF POINT, Plentywood, Scobey—
(333 jobseekers, 42 new, 291 men, 42

women). Big drop in construction em-
ployment as some projects completed

and others shut down by weather. Oil

field activity shows some improvement
as 2 drilling rigs started operations dur-

ing December. Employment in trade

and service units keeps fairly stable.

Only light demand for farm hands.

All employment estimates revised on tlie

basis of more complete reports. Industry de-

tail for tlie period Jan. 1962 to date, will be
supplied in a future supplement to this pub-
lication.

(1) Estimates include all full and part-time

wage and salary workers who worked or

received pay during the pay period end-

ing nearest the 15th of the month. Pro-

prietors, firm members, personnel of the

armed forces, domestic servants, and self-

employed persons are excluded.

(2) Preliminary estimates based on return
from samples of 807 selected Montana es-
tablishments.

(3) Figures previously relesaed have been re-
vised on return from 1.214 such estab-
lishments.

(4) Includes fabricated metal products, ma-
chinery except electrical, furniture, stone
and clay products.

(5) Includes apparel, chemicals, and miscel-
laneous manufacturing products.

ESTIMATED EMPLOYMENT IN NON-AGRICULTURAL
INDUSTRIES IN MONTANA (1)

(Compiled in co-operation with United States Bureau of Labor Statistics)

INDUSTRY

NON-AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES

Manufacturing. —

Durable goods..

Lumber and timber products..
Primary metals — _ —
Other (4) -

Nondurable goods.

Food and kindred products..
Printing and publishing
Petroleum refining.
Other (5) --

Mining.
Metal mining—
Coal, quarrying and nonmetallic
Petroleum-natural gas production

.

Contract Construction.. —
Contractors, building construction

.

Contractors, other than building.

.

Contractors, special trade

EMPLOYMENT

Dec. Nov.
1963 (2) 1963 (3)

Dec.
1962

172,400 174,900 173,500

22,300 22,700 23,500

13,600 13,900 15,100

Transportation and utilities

Interstate railroads
Transportation except railroads
Utilities including communication

Trade.
Wholesale trade...

Retail trade
General merchandise and apparel..
Food stores
Eating and drinking establishments
Automotive and filling stations
Retail trade not elsewhere classified

Finance, insurance and real estate

Services and miscellaneous
Hotels, rooming houses, camps, etc..

Personal services
Other (6) _.

Government
Federal
State and local.

Great Falls Area (Cascade County).
Manufacturing
Contract construction
Transportation and utilities

Trade, wholesale and retail

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate

—

Services and miscellaneous (7)
Government

Billings Area (Yellowstone County).
Manufacturing
Contract construction
Transportation and utilities

Trade, wholesale and retail

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate
Services and Miscellaneous (7).

Government

8,900
3,200
1,500

9,000
3,200
1,700

8,300
3,200
3,600

8,700 8,800 8,400

5,200
1,600
1,200
700

7,000
4,200
900

1,900

10,600
2,900
3,100
4,600

17,700
7,900
4,100
5,700

41,100
8,700

32,400
7,000
4,800
7,800
6,600
6,200

5,300
1,600
1,200
700

7,100
4,200
900

2,000

13,300
4,200
4,100
5,000

17,700
7,900
4,100
5,700

40,200
8,800

31,400
6,200
4,800
7,900
6,400
6,100

5,100
1,700
1,000
600

7,100
4,100
800

2,200

11,200
3,400
3,000
4,800

17,500
7,900
3,800
5,800

41,700
8,600

33,100
7,300
5,200
7,600
6,600
6,400

Net Change

6,700 6,800 6,800

23,600
3,200
2,100

18,300

43,400
11,700
31,700

21,600
3,000
1,700
2,100
5,700
1,300
3,700
4,100

23,100
2,800
1,300
2,600
7,300
1,300
4,100
3,700

23,600
3,200
2,100
18,300

43,500
11,600
31,900

22,200
3,000
2,300
2,200
5,600
1,300
3,700
4,100

23,600
3,100
1,600
2,600
7,200
1,300
4,100
3,700

23,400
2,900
2,100

18,400

42,300
11,900
30,400

25,300
5,300
3,000
2,200
5,900
1,300
3,600
4,000

23,200
2,800
1,300
2,500
7,500
1,400
4,100
3,600

Nov. '63 Dec. '62

to to
Dec. '63 Dec. '63

-2,500 -

—400

—300 -

—100
00

—200

—100

—100
00
00
00

—100
00
00

—100

—2,700
-1,300
-1,000
—400

00
00
00
00

900
—100

1,000
800
00

—100
200
100

-1,100

-1,200

-1,500

600
00

-2,100

300

100
- 100

200
100

- 100
100
100

- 300

- 600
- 500

100
- 200

200
00

300
- 100

- 600
100

- 700
- 300
- 400

200
00

- 200

—100 — 100

00
00
00
00

-100
100
-200

-600
00

-600
-100
100
00
00
00

-500
-300
-300

00
100
00
00
00

200
300
00

- 100

1,100
- 200
1,300

-3,700
-2,300
-1,300
- 100
- 200

00
100
100

- 100
00
00
100

- 200
- 100

00
100

(6) Includes commercial trade schools, auto
repair services and garages, miscellaneous
repair services and hand trades, motion
pictures, amusements and recreation,
medical and health, law offices and pro-
fessional services, non-profit member-

ship organizations and businesses not

otherwise classified.

(7) Same as (6) above. Also includes hotels,
rooming houses, camps, personal services
and mining,
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COMPARISON OF BASIC LABOR MARKET AVTIVITIES IN DECEMBER 1963 AND DECEMBER 1962
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